
 

  
 

SPEAKOUT ACHIEVEMENT TESTS – READING 
 

TEXT 1: Read the article and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 

Last month I saw a job advertised online which really caught my attention. It was for a wildlife 
caretaker on an Island between Australia and Papua New Guinea. As someone who’s always loved being 
outside and is interested in the environment, it sounded like a wonderful opportunity. In fact, the more I read 
about the responsibilities involved and what the successful applicant should be like, the more I felt that this 
advert was talking to me. 

The advert said that the successful candidate must have a deep interest in nature and want to help look 
after the native wildlife of the island. They would have to be motivated, hardworking and the kind of person 
that thinks outside the box – in other words, is good at solving problems in different ways. Their main duties 
would involve spending time with the animals in the wild and giving information to tour guides to help them 
plan their tours of the island. They would also have to do some research into the native wildlife and explore 
the island and its surrounding waters. Additional duties of the job included writing articles and regular 
updates* on island life as well as keeping a photo diary of life on the island, and the ideal candidate would 
have experience of doing both. I immediately thought, ‘That’s me they’re talking about. I have to go for this 
job!’ and sent in my application. 

Now, I wasn’t expecting to get the job as there was a lot of competition. It’s not every day that a job like 
working on Kimberley Island comes up. But I had a good feeling. A week later, I got a call from an 
unknown number. It was an invite to go for an interview. I can’t remember what happened in the days that 
followed as there was so much happening but I can tell you that in two week’s time, I am flying to Australia 
to start my dream job. I have to say, I’m feeling on top of the world! 
* An update gives the latest news on a situation. 
 
1 ___The caretaker job on Papua New Guinea was advertised in Australia. 
 
2 ___The writer thought the job opportunity was perfect for him. 
 
3 ___The person who got the job had to be able to think creatively and be dedicated to working with nature.  
 
4 ___In this job he will have to give regular tours to groups that visit the island. 
  
5 ___The successful candidate must have kept a photo diary before.  
  
6 ___It was so busy after the interview that the writer has no memory of what happened.  
 



 

  
 

 TEXT 2: Read the text below and underline the correct answer, a), b) or c), opposite. 

 

Computer technology and happy cows 
Cows that milk themselves? This is not science fiction, but a product of twenty first-century 

technology. Farmers and scientists have created a farm where the cows choose when they want to be milked 
using a computerised automatic milking system. As long as they turn up for milking at least once a day, the 
cows are free to do whatever they like. But how does it work? The animals are first attracted into the 
building by automated devices like skin-brushing and scratching machines, which they enjoy using. Nearby, 
there’s a robot, which scans a microchip in the cow’s collar. The chip holds information about the cow’s 
milking history and health. If it needs to be milked, the robot machine starts the milking process, while 
feeding it with a protein and energy supplement at the same time. 

Farmers who use this computerised milking system are very enthusiastic about it. One British farmer 
we interviewed told us, ‘It’s amazing how the cows take to it and it’s certainly the biggest step forward for 
dairy farmers in the last thirty years.’ There are now more than eight thousand farms in over twenty-five 
countries around the world using the new system. People who support it say the system not only saves time 
and money, but also shows respect for the cows by allowing them to manage their own lives. However, 
others claim it’s just another form of ‘factory farming’, and has a negative effect on the animals.  

 

1 Self-milking cows are... 

a) expected to become a thing of the future 

b) in existence at this moment in time 

c) going to evolve naturally 

 

2 The new system has been created…           

a) by agriculturally-orientated scientists 

b) through cooperation with farmers 

c) as a result of researching cows’ behaviour 

 

3 Much of the time…            

a) milk goes to waste 

b) cows do their own thing 

c) the scratching facility doesn’t function 

 

4 Robots are essential for…           

a) keeping data records up-to-date 

b) scratching and brushing the cows 

c) attracting the cows into the milking area 

 
 
 
 
 

5  After having its collar scanned, 

a) Not every cow is given supplements 

b) Each cow automatically gets milked 

c) A cow doesn’t always gets milked 

 

6 One British farmer ………for thirty years. 

a) has used the system 

b) says this is the best dairy innovation 

c) has developed this system 

 

7 Over ……….farms are now using this system. 

a) 25,000 b) 8,000 c) 21,000 

 

8 Those in favour of the system believe…            

a) it gives the cows autonomy 

b) that cows respect it 

c) farmers can now better manage their lives 

 

9 There is concern from some people that             

a) dairy farmers are losing their jobs 

b) not enough countries are interested in the 
system 

c) this system is not good for the welfare of the 
cows 



 

  
 

ANSWER KEY 
 

TEXT 1: 

1.F 

2.T 

3.T 

4.F 

5.F 

6.T 

TEXT 2: 

1.b 

2.b 

3.b 

4.a 

5.c 

6.b 

7.b 

8.a 

9.c 

 


