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5 GRAMMAR EXTRA

 PRE-INTERMEDIATE UNIT 5

5.1 past simple and past continuous 

 1  Underline the correct alternative. 

 Last year, we 1 went/were going  on holiday to America. 
We 2   flew/were flying  to Florida and 3 visited/were visiting  
Disneyworld before going to Miami. While we 
4   stayed/were staying  in Miami, we 5 met/were meeting  
a great couple. They 6 spent/were spending  a year 
travelling around the USA. We 7 talked/were talking  
all night and they 8 told/were telling  us about their 
favourite American cities. We 9 decided/were deciding  
to go to New Orleans with them.  

 So, we 10 hired/were hiring  a car and 1 1drove/
were driving  along the coast and through the 
national forests. It 12 was/was being  a long journey, 
so we 13 stopped/were stopping  at di� erent places 
on the way. When we 14 were having/had  a break in 
Tallahassee, we 15 saw/were seeing  someone we knew. 
It 16 was/was being  our neighbour from our village in 
England! What a coincidence! 

2  Complete the sentences with the correct form of  
the verbs in brackets.

1 The match                       (start) at 7.30 in the 
evening. It                       (rain) as the players  
                      (come) into the stadium but it 
                      (be) a great game.

2 My father                       (drive) home late one 
night when he                       (hit) a tree.

3 I                       (like) the fi lm a lot and 
I                       (see) it three times.

4 I                       (talk) to my friends online when 
I                       (get) the message.

5 When the postman                       (arrive), 
I                       (look) at all the envelopes.

6 When the postman                       (arrive), 
I                       (have) a shower.

7 They                       (knock down) that building 
when they                       (fi nd) the old coins.

8 He                       (break) his leg while he 
                      (climb) in the mountains.

3   Find and correct the mistakes in the sentences. 

    didn’t go
 1 I wasn’t going to work yesterday. 

 2 She talked on her phone when she fell. 

 3 What you were doing when you met your 
husband? 

 4 He was giving a presentation when I was fi rst 
seeing him. 

 5 They didn’t do their work when the teacher 
walked in. 

 6 Gosh, you’re wet! You didn’t have a shower, were 
you? 

 7 I fell asleep when the phone rang. 

 8 She was paying the taxi driver. 

 5.2 verb patterns 

 1  Are the verbs followed by - ing  or infi nitive with  to ? 
Tick the correct box. Two verbs can be followed by 
either pattern. 

Verb   -ing        infi nitive 
with to

 avoid   ✓  

 choose 

 decide 

 expect 

 fi nish 

 hope 

 like 

 love 

 need 

 promise 

 want 

 2  Complete the sentences with the correct form of 
the verbs in brackets. 

 1 I                       (expect/travel) to India next month. 
 2 I                         (love/spend) time in exotic places. 
 3 I’ll try to                       (avoid/eat) very spicy food. 
 4 Amy                         (want/come) with me. 
 5 We                         (like/travel) together. 
 6 She has                         (decide/leave) her job. 
 7 And I                         (fi nish/work) last month. 
 8 She                         (hope/get) another job when we 

get back. 
 9 We                         (need/get) visas fi rst. 


