
Reading 1 
Exercise A. Read the text. Who talks about the following things: Ben, Hannah or Laura? 

1. Being at home.      __________                                                        
2. Something that helps them relax.   __________                  
3. Being outside.      __________              
4. Other people’s happiness.     __________              
5. Listening to something.     __________              
6. Enjoying bad weather.     __________              
7. People going on holiday.     __________              
8. Something the author agrees with.    __________               

 
What makes us happy? 

Last month, I stopped 100 people in the street and asked them what made them happy. Most people told me what I 
expected – falling in love, spending time with family and friends, money – but a few people had some really interesting 
answers. My favourites, and their reasons, are below. 

Ben told me that what really makes him happy is people watching, especially in airports. ‘You see a lot of happiness in 
airports, especially in the Arrivals area. I love seeing people’s faces as they see their loved ones return from holiday, or 
the faces of the travellers when they see who is there waiting for them.’ Ben then said, ‘Don’t look for the same happy 
faces in departures, though – people there are often stressed or angry because their flights are delayed and they have to 
wait for another one or more hours for the flight. Or they feel sad because they’re saying goodbye to someone!’ 

Hannah told me that what makes her really happy is the sound of the rain. ‘I love it!’ she said. ‘I love hearing the rain 
falling against my bedroom window when I’m in bed. Firstly, it makes me happy that I’m not outside getting wet, and 
secondly, I think the sound of rain falling is very calming and it helps me get to sleep at night. 

Finally, on a similar note, Laura told me that she actually loves walking in the rain – the heavier the better! ‘Wild 
weather, and particularly rain and wind, makes me so happy, and I love being outside in it,’ she said. ‘There’s nothing 
better than walking along the beach on a stormy day, especially if I’m tired or in a bad mood – it always makes me feel 
better.’ 

I’m not sure I agree with Laura, but it’s a very good answer. I think my favourite answer is Hannah’s, because that’s 
what makes me happy, too! 

 
Exercise B. Match the words and phrases in bold in the text with their synonyms. 

1. friends and family that you love:  

2. happening at a later time than expected:  

3. feeling unhappy or angry: 

4. the action of leaving, especially to start a journey: 

5. relaxing and peaceful: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading 2 

Tom 
My dream job is one that pays me 
a good salary! I don’t mind 
working under pressure. In fact, 
I’m motivated by deadlines and I 
like being busy all the time. I 
don’t mind sitting at a desk all 
day. I like working alone and I 

prefer dealing with numbers than dealing with people. 
I’m happy to work long hours as long as I get long 
holidays, too! 

Jack 
My dream job is one where I can 
use my imagination and get my 
hands dirty. I absolutely love 
making delicious dishes that look 
beautiful and that people enjoy 
eating. I can’t stand the idea of 
sitting in an office all day. It’s so 

boring! I love working in a team but I prefer being in 
charge. I absolutely love working under pressure and 
seeing fast results. 

Sophie 
My dream job is one where I get to 
go to lots of interesting places, 
especially places you don’t 
normally visit on holiday. I’m not 
keen on doing the same things 
every day so I want a job with lots 
of variety and I don’t mind if it’s 

not 9–5. I don’t mind taking risks or even risking my life 
as long as I’m doing something worthwhile. 

Lizzie  
My dream job is one that pays me to 
do something I absolutely love – 
exercise! I’m not keen on a 9 –5 job in 
an office – I prefer the idea of working 
flexible hours. I can’t stand sitting 
around all day and I prefer the idea of 
working in different places – inside 

and outside. I’m motivated by helping other people 
achieve their goals and I love seeing the difference I can 
make. 

 
Exercise A. Read the personal profiles. Who talks about the following: Tom (T), Jack (J), Sophie (S) or Lizzie 
(L)?

1. earning a lot of money 

2. working with people 

3. travelling for work 

4. a dangerous job 

5. doing something active 

6. being creative 

7. being happy to work in an office 

8. changing people’s lives 

_________ 

_________, _________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

_________ 

 
 Discuss. What jobs are good for these people? Why? 

Exercise B. Find words in the texts that match the definitions 1-8. 

1. the time you have to finish something by (Tom): _____________ 

2. working hard with lots of things to do (Tom): _____________ 

3. very tasty (Jack): _____________ 

4. plates of food (Jack): _____________ 

5. being the boss (Jack): _____________ 

6. lots of different things (Sophie): _____________ 

7. important or useful (Sophie): _____________ 

8. aims, something you want to achieve in the future (Lizzie): _____________ 

 

 

 

 



Reading 3 
Exercise A. Read the text. Answer the questions. 

The Best Job in the World 
A lot of people are surprised when I tell them my job. That is because I say, ‘I’m a pilot’. What’s so surprising about 
that? Well, I’m female and in Britain, only 300 of the 13,000 airline pilots are women. 

When I was younger, I wanted to be a nurse. I changed my mind after flying in a plane for the first time when I was 
thirteen. My brother and I went to see the pilots in the cockpit during the flight – you can’t do that nowadays. It was an 
amazing experience. I remember thinking that it was more exciting than being a nurse. 

It takes several years to become a pilot. First, you get a Commercial Pilot’s Licence and take a complete medical 
examination. It’s so important for you to be fit and healthy in this job. Then, to fly passenger planes, you fly 1,500 
hours as a trainee pilot and pass a written exam. Also, when you are qualified, instructors check your flying skills every 
six months. 

At the moment, I’m working on short flights between Manchester and European destinations like Barcelona, Nice and 
Milan. Some people say that this is not as hard as flying long distances to America or Asia, but I disagree. The sky 
above Europe is the busiest airspace in the world. It can make flying difficult, especially when the weather is bad. 

Being a pilot is an incredibly responsible job. The lives of hundreds of people are in your hands. It’s essential for pilots 
to be prepared for anything to happen at any time. It’s very important to think quickly and stay calm under pressure. 

As a first officer, I always work with another pilot, a captain. The captain sits on the left-hand side and the first officer 
on the right. We share the job of flying the plane on each journey. It’s safer to have two pilots in case one of us 
becomes ill and is unable to fly. I know there are easier jobs, but there’s nothing as exciting as flying a plane! 
 
 

1. How many airline pilots in Britain are men? 

2. What was the author’s dream before becoming a pilot? 

3. What do you have to do to fly a passenger plane? 

4. Why is it difficult to fly over Europe? 

5. What is important for pilots when there is a problem? 

6. Why do passenger planes have two pilots? 

 
 
Exercise B. Read the text again. Choose the correct answer. 

1. Passengers ______ visit the pilots on a flight nowadays. 
a. never b. occasionally c. often 

2. Training to be a pilot is ______. 
a. less than a year b. one year c. more than a year 

3. Qualified pilots are checked ______. 
a. regularly b. once in a while c. every six years 

4. The captain sits ______ the first officer. 
a. in front of b. on the left of c. on the right of 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


