
Reading 1 

Exercise A. Read the text about the education system in Finland. Then answer the questions. 

Finnish schools to teach topics rather than subjects 
[P1]  For many years, people have admired the education system in Finland as it’s one of the best in the 
world. Finland is usually at the top of international league tables for literacy and numeracy. All of the 
students are good at reasoning with numbers and other mathematical concepts. Despite this success, the 
Finnish government wants to improve the education system, so is planning major reforms to the way 
children and young people are taught.  

[P2]  The planned changes are radical: for certain periods of the year, teachers will scrap traditional 
learning by subject and replace it with learning by topic instead. Students will no longer have subject-
specific lessons, for example an hour of maths followed by an hour of biology. Instead, students will have 
lessons on various topics. For instance, pupils might have lessons on sales and marketing that will include 
foreign languages, economics, and mathematics. If they’re keen on fashion, they might take lessons that 
include mathematics, cloths and design. They can even sew their own dresses and clothes themselves.  

[P3]  The format of lessons will also change, with pupils sitting in small groups and working in 
collaboration to solve problems instead of just sitting listening to their teacher. 

[P4]  The reason for the planned changes is to better prepare young people for work. In recent years, jobs 
have changed due to technological advances, and the Finnish government believes that the education system 
needs to reflect that. 

[P5]  However, they are some teachers who are not in favor of the plans. Despite these oppositions, the 
changes have already taken place in several schools. It’ll be interesting to see if other countries, including the 
UK, decide to follow in Finland’s footsteps. 
 
 

1. What are Finnish schools best at in the world? 

2. What will change about the way pupils sit in the classroom? 

3. Why is the Finnish government changing the education system? 

4. When will the changes happen? 
 
 
 
Exercise B. Match the words/ phrases in bold in the article with their meanings. 

1. changes to a system or organization in order to improve it: _____________ 

2. to copy what Finland is doing: _____________ 

3. new discoveries and inventions; progress: _____________ 

4. to not continue with a plan or idea: _____________ 

5. very big and important: _____________ 

6. many different kinds: _____________ 

7. strong disagreements: _____________ 

8. the action of working with someone: _____________ 

9. the ability to do basic accounts: _____________ 

 



Reading 2 

Exercise A. Read the text about Madonna. Are the sentences True (T) or False (F)? Correct the false 
ones. 

Image overhaul, again and again 

[P1]   Madonna’s image has changed more times than we can count. Throughout her long career, she has 
managed to stay ahead of everyone else and set new style trends every step of the way. When she first 
started out as a club singer, she was wearing funky lace dresses, black rubber bracelets, and lots of necklaces. 
By 1985, she was so popular that many young girls began to copy her look. The news media started to call 
these girls or the girls who want to be like her “Madonna Wannabes”. 

[P2]   In 1987, the singer began her “Who’s That Girl?” world tour. The new album and music videos 
showed a fundamental transformation for the former party girl. She wasn’t like her old image at all. She cut 
her long hair and dyed it blonde, as she took on a more classic look. She continued to change her image as 
she began to appear in movies. For the film Dick Tracy in 1990, she became a glamorous blond movie star. 
She was such a charming and beautiful woman. In 1995, she even changed the color of her eyes to brown for 
the film Evita. 

[P3]   After the birth of her first child, Lourdes, in 1996, Madonna had another makeover, and took on the 
new image of a mother. Then she married British film director Guy Ritchie and had her second child, Rocco, 
in 2000. During her “Drowned World” tour, her husband and children traveled with her, and the changes in 
her lifestyles, as well as her appearance, got clear to everyone. She no longer went to parties after concerts 
but went straight back to her hotel to spend time with her children. The wild girl of her early career was 
gone. She was now someone who placed family first. She once said, “Love’s more important than fame, 
money and being with beautiful people.” 

[P4]   After more than 20 years of singing and acting, Madonna is still one of the world’s most popular stars. 
Her fans are always astonished at how she can make so many changes and never go out of her style. 
 

1. _____ Madonna started out as a country singer. 

2. _____ In the ‘80s, many young women copied Madonna’s singing. 

3. _____ Madonna changed her appearance and hair for her roles in some films. 

4. _____ She adopted a mother image after her second child was born. 

5. _____ She gives less importance to fame and money than family. 

6. _____ She still has many admirers all over the world. 

 

Exercise B. Read the questions and choose the best option. 

1. In Paragraph 1, “every step of the way” is closest in meaning to _________. 

A. finally B. continuously C. absolutely D. fashionably 
 
2. In Paragraph 2, “fundamental” is a/ an _________. 

A. adverb B. noun C. verb D. adjective
 
3. In Paragraph 2, “fundamental” is closest in meaning to _________. 

A. major B. easy C. challenging D. popular
 
4. In Paragraph 2, “former” is closest in meaning to _________. 

A. advantageous B. previous C. special D. powerful



 
5. In Paragraph 2, “glamorous” is closest in meaning to _________. 

A. intelligent B. attractive C. powerful D. successful
 

6. In Paragraph 3, “took on ” is a/ an _________. 

A. verb B. adjective C. adverb D. noun
 

7. In Paragraph 3, the meaning of “take on” is _________. 

A. to deal with 
B. to develop yourself 

C. to accept a responsibility 
D. to lose something

 
8. In Paragraph 4, “astonished ” is a/ an _________. 

A. verb B. noun C. adverb D. adjective
 

9. In Paragraph 4, “astonished” is closest in meaning to _________. 

A. thankful B. proud C. surprised D. excited

 


