
SPEAKOUT INTERMEDIATE  - UNITS 1 & 2 
 

REVIEW OF TENSES 
 
 

Exercise A. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs using simple 
present, simple past, present continuous, past continuous, present perfect and past 
perfect.  
 
 
Kevin Adams 1._______________ (love) trains. He first 2._______________ (see) 
one when he was four years old and he 3._______________ (think) it was great. He 
4._______________ (go) to a different railway station every week and 
5._______________ (write down) the engine number of every train he sees. He 
6._______________ (do) this for quite a lot of times since he was eight. By the time 
he was fifteen, he 7._______________ (collect) over 10.000 different engine numbers 
in various counties. Once, while he 8._______________ (stand) in a station in 
Cheshire, he saw something very unusual. He 9._______________ (wait) for a train 
to go by when suddenly he 10._______________ (see) a very old steam train coming 
down the track. It 11._______________ (not/stop) at the station and, as it was 
passing, Kevin noticed that all the passengers 12._______________ (wear) old-
fashioned clothes. When he told the station guard about this, the poor man turned 
pale. He said that: “No steam train 13._______________ (pass) through this station 
for years and the last one 14._______________ (crash), killing everyone on board.” 
 
Exercise B. Find the tense mistake in each sentence.  
 

1. I was walking along the beach one day when I tripped over something and had 
fallen on the sand. 

2. When I arrived home, I realized that I have left my purse in my office.  
3. I have been a fan of soap operas for years. I always watched my favorite show 

three times a week. 
4. Can you just stop for a moment and listen to me? You weren’t focusing on the 

subject.  
5. By 1880, the tribe has already invaded most of the lands in that area.  
6. Like most inhabitants, I am having barley fields just outside of the village.  
7. He was revising his reports before he submitted them to his boss.  
8. What has happened? You aren’t looking good.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANSWER KEY 
 
Exercise A. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs using simple 
present, simple past, present continuous, past continuous, present perfect and past 
perfect.  
 
 
Kevin Adams 1. loves (love) trains. He first 2. saw (see) one when he was four years 
old and he 3. thought (think) it was great. He 4. goes (go) to a different railway 
station every week and 5. writes down (write down) the engine number of every train 
he sees. He 6. has done (do) this for quite a lot of times since he was eight. By the 
time he was fifteen, he 7. had collected (collect) over 10.000 different engine 
numbers in various counties. Once, while he 8. was standing(stand) in a station in 
Cheshire, he saw something very unusual. He 9. was waiting (wait) for a train to go 
when suddenly he 10. saw (see) a very old steam train coming down the track.  
It 11. didn’t stop (not/stop) at the station and, as it was passing, Kevin noticed that all 
the passengers 12. were wearing (wear) old-fashioned clothes. When he told the 
station guard about this, the poor man turned pale. He said that: “No steam train  
13. has passed (pass) through this station for years, and the last one 14. crashed 
(crash), killing everyone on board.” 
 
Exercise B. Find the mistake in each sentence.  
 

1. I was walking along the beach one day when I tripped over something and 
had fallen fell on the sand. 

2. When I arrived home, I realized that I have had left my purse in my office.  
3. I have been a fan of soap operas for years. I always watched watch my 

favorite show three times a week. 
4. Can you just stop for a moment and listen to me? You weren’t aren’t 

focusing on the subject.  
5. By 1880, the tribe has had already invaded most of the lands in that area.  
6. Like most inhabitants, I am having have barley fields just outside of the 

village.  
7. He was revising had revised his reports before he submitted them to his boss.  
8. What has happened? You aren’t looking don’t look good.  

 
 

 
[Adapted from: http://www.academia.edu/4349276/10_texts_to_revise_mixed_tenses_with_key] 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


