
Reading 1 
Exercise A. Read the text and match the following headings (A-F) to the paragraphs (1-5). There is 
ONE EXTRA heading. 
 

A. Holidays 
B. Time  
C. Living Costs 
D. Places to Stay In 
E. Characteristics of the American 
F. Food 

 
NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE – ADVICE FOR BRITISH STUDENTS STUDYING IN THE USA: 
Everyone knows something about the USA and the Americans but films and television often give the 
wrong idea about this country and its people. 
 
1. _____ 
The popular stereotype of Americans is that they are rude and shout a lot – especially at sports events. In 
comparison with the British, Americans are more informal. For example, they often call teachers by their 
first names. However, many Americans are polite and helpful, especially with foreigners. 
 
2. _____ 
The size of meals in American restaurants is very large compared to the UK. If you can’t finish your 
meal, it’s common to ask to take some home with you. This is completely different from the UK. Don’t 
forget to leave a tip in restaurants and bars. This is very important – leave about 15% of the bill. 
 
3. _____ 
Americans work hard. Most people have about two weeks off from work each year. This is quite unlike 
other western countries. The average is about four weeks holiday in other countries. However, 
Americans also have about ten national holidays each year. This is similar to most countries. 
 
4. _____ 
Compared with the UK, the USA is generally cheap for clothes, eating out, and entertainment. However, 
renting a flat is similar to the UK and is quite expensive in big cities.  
 
5. _____ 
The USA is an enormous country and there are four different time zones in the USA. This means that the 
hour difference between the cities in the very east and very west is four hours. Don’t forget this when 
you phone someone. When it is 10 a.m. in New York, it’s 7 a.m. in San Francisco.  
 

Exercise B. Answer the questions. 

1. What are most Americans like? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What percentage of the bill do Americans leave in a restaurant? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many national holidays do Americans have? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the time difference between the very west and east of the USA? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



Reading 2 
Exercise A. Read the text about special days. Are the statements True (T) or False (F)? Correct the 
false ones. 

Special Gifts and Special Days 

In many countries there is a tradition of giving gifts on special days during the year. For example, in 
China parents give their children money on New Year’s Day. They put the money in small red envelopes 
called ‘Lai-See’. Red is the color of good luck. 
 
Russians give presents to their wives, mothers and sisters on International Women’s Day. That’s on the 
8th of March. They usually give candy, chocolate or beautiful yellow flowers called mimosas. People 
often give flowers to their mothers on Mother’s Day. That’s a special day in many countries, but it’s on 
the same day. In most European countries it’s on the second Sunday of May, but in Spain and Portugal 
it’s on the first Sunday in May. 
 
The Japanese have an interesting tradition of giving presents in the middle of the year. They call this 
‘Ochugen’ and people give it on 15th the July. They usually give gifts of food or sweets to people that 
help them during the year. 
 
1. _____ Parents give money to each other on New Year’s Day. 

2. _____ Chinese people give gifts in red envelopes because red brings luck. 

3. _____ Russian people buy gifts for their mothers on Women’s Day. 

4. _____ Russians celebrate Women’s Day on March the 8th. 

5. _____ People celebrate Women’s Day on the same day in all over Europe. 

6. _____ Ochugen is the name of the gift that Japanese give to each other during a year. 

7. _____ Japanese people give flowers and candy to the people who help them. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading 3 
Exercise A. Read the text about famous writers and painters. Choose the person for each 
statement.  
 
Ernest Hemingway was born in 1899 in Chicago. When he was young, he worked as a journalist, but in 
1924 he decided to devote himself to writing. During his life he travelled around the world and used his 
experiences as the basis for many of his novels. He was in Italy during the World War I and based A 
Farewell to Arms on his experience there. During the Civil War, he went to Spain and described his 
experiences in For Whom the Bells Tolls. He wrote about twenty books and short stories and received 
the Nobel Prize for literature in 1954. He died in 1961. 
 
Michelangelo Buonarotti was born on the 6th of March 1475. He lived in Florence and Rome for most of 
his life. He was a painter, sculptor and architect. His most famous works are probably the paintings in the 
Sistine chapel, and his statue of David. He never married. He worked continuously all his life until six 
days before his death in 1564. 
 
William Shakespeare was born in Stratford in 1564. His father was an important businessman in the 
town. In 1582, he married Anne Hathaway, who was eight years older than him, and he had three 
children. In 1587, he went to London and worked there as a writer and actor. He wrote a lot of plays and 
poetry. He died on the 23rd of April, 1616. 
 
Vincent van Gogh was born in 1853 in a village in Holland. He had a younger brother, Theo. Van Gogh 
was a painter and his most famous painting is ‘Sunflowers’. He lived in Arles, in the south of France. 
Today his paintings sell for millions of pounds, but during his life he was not successful and he was 
financially dependent on his brother. He had mental problems all his life, and finally committed suicide 
in 1890. His brother, Theo died one year later. 
 
 

Who ... Ernest 
Hemingway 

Michelangelo 
Buonarotti 

William 
Shakespeare 

Vincent 
van Gogh 

1. ..lived more than 80 years?     

2. ..had some psychological problems?     

3. ..travelled to many different countries?     

4. ..got married and had some children?     

5. ..worked as an actor?     

6. ..worked hard until the last days of his 
life? 

    

7. ..wrote about his experiences in wars?     

8. ..didn’t make a lot of money from his 
works when he was alive? 

    

9. ..changed his job later?     

10. ..has lots of works in a chapel today?     

 

 
 
 
 



KEY 
Reading 1 
Exercise A. Read the text and match the following headings (A-F) to the paragraphs (1-5). There is 
ONE EXTRA heading. 
 

A. Holidays 
B. Time  
C. Living Costs 
D. Places to Stay In (extra)  
E. Characteristics of the American 
F. Food 

 
NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE – ADVICE FOR BRITISH STUDENTS STUDYING IN THE USA: 
Everyone knows something about the USA and the Americans but films and television often give the 
wrong idea about this country and its people. 
 
1. __E__ 
The popular stereotype of Americans is that they are rude and shout a lot – especially at sports events. In 
comparison with the British, Americans are more informal. For example, they often call teachers by their 
first names. However, many Americans are polite and helpful, especially with foreigners. 
 
2. __F__ 
The size of meals in American restaurants is very large compared to the UK. If you can’t finish your 
meal, it’s common to ask to take some home with you. This is completely different from the UK. Don’t 
forget to leave a tip in restaurants and bars. This is very important – leave about 15% of the bill. 
 
3. __A__ 
Americans work hard. Most people have about two weeks off from work each year. This is quite unlike 
other western countries. The average is about four weeks holiday in other countries. However, 
Americans also have about ten national holidays each year. This is similar to most countries. 
 
4. __C__ 
Compared with the UK, the USA is generally cheap for clothes, eating out, and entertainment. However, 
renting a flat is similar to the UK and is quite expensive in big cities.  
 
5. __B__ 
The USA is an enormous country and there are four different time zones in the USA. This means that the 
hour difference between the cities in the very east and very west is four hours. Don’t forget this when 
you phone someone. When it is 10 a.m. in New York, it’s 7 a.m. in San Francisco.  
 

Exercise B. Answer the questions. 

1. What are most Americans like? 
They are polite and helpful (especially with the foreigners) / polite and helpful 

2. What percentage of the bill do Americans leave in a restaurant? 
(about) 15% 

3. How many national holidays do Americans have? 
(about) two weeks  

4. What is the time difference between the very west and east of the USA? 
four hours 



Reading 2 
Exercise A. Read the text about special days. Are the statements True (T) or False (F)? Correct the 
false ones. 

Special Gifts and Special Days 

In many countries there is a tradition of giving gifts on special days during the year. For example, in 
China parents give their children money on New Year’s Day. They put the money in small red envelopes 
called ‘Lai-See’. Red is the color of good luck. 
 
Russians give presents to their wives, mothers and sisters on International Women’s Day. That’s on the 
8th of March. They usually give candy, chocolate or beautiful yellow flowers called mimosas. People 
often give flowers to their mothers on Mother’s Day. That’s a special day in many countries, but it’s on 
the same day. In most European countries it’s on the second Sunday of May, but in Spain and Portugal 
it’s on the first Sunday in May. 
 
The Japanese have an interesting tradition of giving presents in the middle of the year. They call this 
‘Ochugen’ and people give it on 15th the July. They usually give gifts of food or sweets to people that 
help them during the year. 
 
1. __F___ Parents give money to each other their children on New Year’s Day. 

2. __T___ Chinese people give gifts in red envelopes because red brings luck. 

3. __F___ Russian people buy gifts for their mothers, wives and sisters on Women’s Day. 

4. __T___ Russians celebrate Women’s Day on March the 8th. 

5. __F___ People celebrate Women’s Day on the same day different days in all over Europe. / People 

celebrate Women’s Day on the same day in all over most European countries. 

6. __T___ Ochugen is the name of the gift that Japanese give to each other during a year. 

7. __F___ Japanese people give flowers and candy to the people who help them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading 3 
Exercise A. Read the text about famous writers and painters. Choose the person for each 
statement.  
 
Ernest Hemingway was born in 1899 in Chicago. When he was young, he worked as a journalist, but in 
1924 he decided to devote himself to writing. During his life he travelled around the world and used his 
experiences as the basis for many of his novels. He was in Italy during the World War I and based A 
Farewell to Arms on his experience there. During the Civil War, he went to Spain and described his 
experiences in For Whom the Bells Tolls. He wrote about twenty books and short stories and received 
the Nobel Prize for literature in 1954. He died in 1961. 
 
Michelangelo Buonarotti was born on the 6th of March 1475. He lived in Florence and Rome for most of 
his life. He was a painter, sculptor and architect. His most famous works are probably the paintings in the 
Sistine chapel, and his statue of David. He never married. He worked continuously all his life until six 
days before his death in 1564. 
 
William Shakespeare was born in Stratford in 1564. His father was an important businessman in the 
town. In 1582, he married Anne Hathaway, who was eight years older than him, and he had three 
children. In 1587, he went to London and worked there as a writer and actor. He wrote a lot of plays and 
poetry. He died on the 23rd of April, 1616. 
 
Vincent van Gogh was born in 1853 in a village in Holland. He had a younger brother, Theo. Van Gogh 
was a painter and his most famous painting is ‘Sunflowers’. He lived in Arles, in the south of France. 
Today his paintings sell for millions of pounds, but during his life he was not successful and he was 
financially dependent on his brother. He had mental problems all his life, and finally committed suicide 
in 1890. His brother, Theo died one year later. 
 
 

Who ... Ernest 
Hemingway 

Michelangelo 
Buonarotti 

William 
Shakespeare 

Vincent 
van Gogh 

1. ..lived more than 80 years?  ✓   

2. ..had some psychological problems?    ✓ 

3. ..travelled to many different countries? ✓    

4. ..got married and had some children?   ✓  

5. ..worked as an actor?   ✓  

6. ..worked hard until the last days of his 
life? 

 ✓   

7. ..wrote about his experiences in wars? ✓    

8. ..didn’t make a lot of money from his 
works when he was alive? 

   ✓ 

9. ..changed his job later? ✓    

10. ..has lots of works in a chapel today?  ✓   

 


